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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Louis C. Breschi, M.D.

Dear CMA Members and 
Friends,

To say that 2009 has been 
a banner year for the Catholic 
Medical Association would be an 
understatement. The crowning 
event of this impressive year was 

the recently concluded 78th Annual Educational Conference in 
the “Land of Lincoln,” Springfield, Illinois. Dr. Len Rybak, his 
wife Connie, and the members of the Springfield Guild hosted a 
spectacular meeting. The attendance of over 320 registrants (the 
largest crowd since 2005) reflects the growing national member-
ship of the organization.

 
CMA’s continued growth and development is summarized on 

page 11 in the Year in Review.  We have added 36 new Chartered 
Guilds throughout the country over the last 3 years. In great 
measure, this is the result of the efforts of our Executive Director, 
Dr. John Brehany and, over the last 15 months, his Executive 
Assistant, Miss Louise Mitchell. But this is only a portion of the 
reason for the increase in membership. The increased visibility 
and effectiveness of the CMA on a national level has also begun 
to draw in new members.

     
Since January, the Catholic Medical Association has been con-

fronted by an Administration whose agenda threatens to nega-
tively impact human life, human rights and health care delivery 
– issues of particular concern for Catholic healthcare personnel. 
Concerned Catholic health care professionals and laity found the 
Catholic Medical Association the only medical professional as-
sociation to which they could turn for guidance and support. The 
CMA and, in particular, its Health Care Policy Committee led 
by Dr. Steven White, demonstrated leadership in this struggle. 
In formal statements and press releases, and through interviews 
in a variety of media outlets, CMA projected an authentic, well-
founded Catholic perspective on all of these issues. We would be 
even more effective if all those concerned with Catholic perspec-
tives in health care could present a uniform message and strategy.

 Another part of the ever-improving service to CMA members 
has been the dramatic advance made in The Linacre Quarterly by 
its new Editor-in-Chief, Dr. Bill Williams and a vibrant edito-
rial board. By increasing the quantity and quality of articles, the 
Linacre continues to become a more valuable benefit for members 
and a more effective instrument for CMA to transform the field 
of health care (see page 7 for more details).

  
CMA has been able to accomplish a great deal this year in the 

face of monumental financial challenges given the financial down-
turn. Despite the status of the national economy, the CMA is in 
a sound financial state due to the herculean efforts of the Finance 
Committee. However, since CMA derives its income almost ex-
clusively from membership dues, it will be necessary to find ways 
to diversify its sources of revenue.

 
In closing, I extend sincere gratitude to Board members for 

their continued hard work on behalf of the organization. Many 
thanks also to our Regional Directors who are the conduits to our 
membership at the local guilds. But most of all, I offer my deep 
gratitude to you, the membership, for allowing me to serve as 
your President in 2009. ,

 
May God continue to guide and bless all of you in the year 

to come.

Springfield Conference 

Audio CDs
still available!

Buy a Single CD
or the Complete Set

Go to the Store at  www.cathmed.org

DECEMBER 2009 NEWSLETTER



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2009 CMA in the News ...

At the Annual Board Meeting on Oct. 21, the Board approved 
two new Chartered Guilds: the Catholic Physicians Guild of 
San Antonio and the Catholic Physicians Guild of Central 
Texas (based in Austin/Round Rock). These are the first Char-
tered Guilds in Texas (and hopefully the first of many). Guild 
formation continues in Kansas City; Chippewa Valley, WI; 
Syracuse, NY; Fargo and Bismark, ND; Charlottesville, VA; 
and Cleveland, OH. ,

At the General Assembly of the 78th Annual Educational Con-
ference, members voted final approval of changes to CMA’s by-
laws, which included a revision of membership categories. The 
goal of this revision is to ensure that CMA remains a physician-
led organization while also recognizing the status and role of oth-
ers who wish to join and contribute. Currently, CMA recognizes 
Members (active and retired physicians, physicians-in-training, 
and dentists) and Associate Members (all others). Moving for-
ward, there will be three levels of membership: Members (phy-
sicians holding M.D./D.O. degrees, either active, retired or in 
training); Associate Members (those holding a doctoral degree in 
a health-related field); and Affiliate Members (other allied health 
care professionals, priests and religious, students, and friends). 

Following this bylaws revision, the Board approved increases in 
dues amounts for some membership levels for the 2010 dues 
year. Dues for physicians (active and retired) and allied health 
professionals were raised by $25. Dues for medical students were 
increased by $10. These are the first dues increase in six years. In 
addition, dues for those in the new “Associate” membership level 
were set at $200. For more information, go to www.cathmed.
org/membership/ ,
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Membership Categories Updated

New Guilds ApprovedOFFICERS

Louis C. Breschi, MD, President, Towson, MD
Leonard P. Rybak, MD, PhD, President-elect, Springfield, IL
Jan Hemstad, MD, Vice President, Yakima, WA
Maricela P. Moffitt, MD, MPH, Treasurer, Phoenix, AZ 
John I. Lane, MD, Secretary, Rochester, MN

BOARD MEMBERS

Kathleen M. Raviele, MD, Immediate Past President, Tucker, GA 
Robert J. Saxer, MD, Past President, Ft. Walton Beach, FL
Lynne Bissonnette-Pitre, MD, PhD, Regional Director Rep., Portland, OR
Paul J. Braaton, MD, Regional Director Rep., Modesto, CA
Most Rev. Robert F. Vasa, JCL, DD, Episcopal Advisor, Bend, OR
Rev. John D. Ehrich, STL, Chaplain, Phoenix, AZ
Clement Cunningham, MD, Consultant to the President, Rock Island , IL
George Isajiw, MD, Consultant to the President, Upper Darby, PA
Thomas M. Pitre, MD, Consultant to the President, Portland, OR
R. Steven White, MD, Consultant to the President, Daytona Beach, FL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

John F. Brehany, PhD, STL, Philadelphia, PA 

Gerald P. Corcoran, MD, Presidential Advisor on Strategic Development

REGIONAL DIRECTORS

REGION I
E. Joanne Angelo, MD

REGION II
Robert E. Madden, MD
Anthony R. Pivarunas, MD

REGION III
Marie-Alberte Boursiquot, MD
Lester A. Ruppersberger, DO

REGION IV
Ashley K. Fernandes, MD, PhD
John Damiani, MD

REGION V
Peter T. Morrow, MD
Cornelius, J.P. Sullivan, MD

REGION VI
Kim A. Hardey, MD
Albert E. Gunn, MD

REGION VII
Stephen, L. Pavela, MD
Thomas, M. Zabiega, MD

REGION VIII
Lynne Bissonnette-Pitre, MD, PhD
Jan Hemstad, MD

REGION IX
William H. Brophy, MD
Maricela P. Moffit, MD, MPH

REGION X
Paul Braaton, MD
John Lewis, MD

REGION XI
Karen MacDonald, MD

MILITARY GUILD

Richard A. Watson, MD

MEDICAL MISSIONS

Daniel B. Reardon, MD
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
John F. Brehany, Ph.D., S.T.L.

This month marks the end of 
my third year of service for the 
Catholic Medical Association (I 
began in fall 2006). While a 3rd-
year anniversary does not have the 
cachet of a 5th, 10th or 50th, it 
does provide a useful opportunity 
to look back on progress hoped for 

and achieved in this timeframe. I would like to briefly comment 
on some of the hopes and goals I have expressed in prior end-of-
year newsletters and how they have come to fulfillment especially 
this year.

In a November 2006 column outlining my vision for serving 
the CMA, I described plans to (1) revamp the infrastructure of 
the CMA; (2) provide support for guild growth and develop-
ment; and (3) collaborate with allied groups such as the USCCB 
and the National Catholic Bioethics Center to advance the work 
of the CMA. In my December 2007 column, I set a goal of add-
ing 1,000 members to the CMA by the end of 2009. And in 
my December 2008 column, I expressed my hope that the worst 
features of the crises we faced following the 2009 elections would 
elicit the best efforts of the CMA in response. CMA did excellent 
work in 2009 – work that was made possible by investments in 
infrastructure and growth in members and guilds (see page 11). 

The Obama administration has been earning the title of the 
most anti-life Administration in American history. CMA has 
been an effective leader in the pro-life and Catholic community 
response by issuing and contributing to multiple statements, 
press releases and resources on SCHIP, the Provider Conscience 
Rule and health care reform. CMA has provided a desperately 
needed witness for the dignity of human life, conscience rights 
and the principle of subsidiarity. While we are only in the first 
year of this unprecedented challenge and the issues are far from 
settled, the work of CMA has been quite impressive. 

In terms of “infrastructure,” CMA completed significant web-
site development projects this year that provide flexible, web-
based tools for rapidly sharing information and communicating 
with the members and the public. CMA’s new homepage (what 
I refer to the “content side” of CMA’s internet presence) has re-
ceived many compliments for its clean, simple design and ease 

of use. Behind the “homepage,” CMA is putting the finishing 
touches on database and ecommerce tools (which I refer to as 
the “data side” of CMA’s internet presence). The data side has 
proved much more complex than the content side. Given that all 
of CMA national’s operations are conducted by an employed staff 
of two persons, it was hard to devote an ideal amount of resourc-
es (e.g., time and energy) to this project. Still, the database and 
ecommerce tools have been brought to completion in stages, and 
our ability to fulfill our mission has been significantly enhanced. 
Watch your email box for instructions coming soon about how to 
access your online account and benefit from the options it provides.

In the area of growth, while we did not succeed in my original 
goal of 1,000 additional members, nevertheless CMA had its best 
year in recent memory (the actual number added since the end 
of 2006 is about 400 new members). In 2009, CMA approved 
11 new Chartered Guilds (with several more in the pipeline) 
and gained over 200 new members. Just in this year, CMA’s ac-
tive physician members increased by 15 percent; its allied health 
members by 31 percent; and its medical students by 43 percent. 

If the CMA is to bear great fruit in the future, then it must 
continue to grow in size and in strength. I will be working hard 
with the Board, Regional Directors and local guilds to provide 
ideas, information and tools to make 2010 an even better year for 
the CMA. ,

New Chartered Guilds 2009
Austin/Round Rock, TX – Catholic Physicians Guild of Central Texas
Allentown, PA–Allentown Guild
Harrisburg, PA–Harrisburg Guild
Great Falls, MT–Montana Guild
Carson City, NV–Northern Nevada Guild
Rockford, IL–Rockford Guild
San Antonio, TX–Catholic Physicians Guild of San Antonio
Santa Clara, CA–Santa Clara Guild
Springfield, OH–Southwest Ohio Guild
Lexington, KY–Sts. Luke & Gianna Catholic Medical Guild
Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN–St. Paul & Minneapolis Catholic Physicians Guild
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POST-CONFERENCE REPORT
A Spectacular Success in Springfield! 

The 78th Annual Educational Conference of the Catholic 
Medical Association, held in Springfield, Illinois from October 
22-24, was a spectacular success. Over 320 conference regis-
trants gathered to consider “The Theology of Suffering: Bring-
ing Faith, Hope and Love to the Art of Healing.”

The meeting featured an array of outstanding speakers who 
explored the challenge of suffering for patients, physicians 
and our society and discussed how to transform suffering 
from a negative, to a life-giving, experience.  In addition to 
presentations focused on the conference’s theme, there was 
an excellent panel discussion on health care reform; Fr. Tad 
Pacholczyk, Ph.D. gave a talk on the latest developments in 
stem cell research; and CMA Executive Director John Brehany 
gave a presentation on how CMA members can support 
Catholic hospitals in faithfully applying Catholic moral 
principles in health care delivery. 

The 2009 conference continued the practice (established in 
2007) of holding an inspirational Evening of Reflection.  This 
year’s reflection was conducted by Father Peter Harman, Rector 
of the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception. The practice 
of supporting medical students (established in 2008) through 
focused, Friday afternoon talks was enhanced by a dinner and 
discussion hosted by the Alliance Defense Fund for the 22 
students who attended the conference. Finally, the Springfield 
conference introduced a new feature to CMA conferences – a 
poster session. This year’s poster session, held on the afternoon 
of Friday, October 23, featured six posters on a variety of 
fascinating topics.
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The liturgies celebrated each day of the meeting were 
very uplifting.  Liturgical music beautifully enriched our 
participation in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and was 
provided by choral groups from Christ the King Parish and 
Sacred Heart Griffin High School in Springfield. The vigil 
Mass celebrated by CMA’s Episcopal Advisor Bishop Robert 
Vasa, and held at the St. Francis Church at the Motherhouse of 
the Hospital Sisters of St. Francis, was particularly memorable 
due to the beauty of the church and of the liturgical music.  

The special event, a catered dinner and private viewing at the 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum, was very enjoyable 
and provided memorable insights into the life of the 16th 
President of the United States. 

Friday’s Linacre Luncheon honored the 2009 Linacre Award 
winner, William G. White, M.D. of Chicago. His paper, “The 
Physician’s Fee:  A Historical Reflection,” was published in the 
November 2008 issue of The Linacre Quarterly.

The meeting concluded with a captivating address by our 
keynote speaker, Raymond Arroyo, the host of EWTN’s 
popular program, “The World Over.” Arroyo drew on his long 
association with Mother Angelica to share stories of her deep 
faith and sense of humor in dealing with suffering in her life 
and ministry.

I wish to thank all those who helped to make the 2009 
conference so successful. Be sure to place on your calendar 
the dates for our 79th Annual Conference, to be held in 
Seattle, from October 28-30, 2010.  The theme is “Restoring 
the Integrity of Medicine:  An Imperative for a Christian 
Anthropology.”  See you in Seattle next year! ,

Len Rybak, M.D., Ph.D.
Conference Chairman
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Below is just one of the many comments received since the 
close of the conference:

“I want to thank you for inviting me to participate 
in the most fabulous conference ever!  It was the most 
spiritually powerful conference I have ever attended and 
I have attended many conferences. . . The quality of 
the people attending was outstanding. The topics were 
outstanding and helpful.  Your conference was truly a 
power conference!” 
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CHAPLAIN’S REFLECTION ON GRATITUDE
Fr. John D. Ehrich, S.T.L.

Thanksgiving is one of the 
most beloved of our nation’s 
holidays. Certainly it evokes 
thoughts of gratitude for the 
establishment of our country, 
which continues to inspire the 
imagination of so many people 
who seek to pursue happiness 

and who uphold the values of life and liberty.

Yet, as Catholics, our vision should always extend beyond 
the merely secular. We should be constantly aware of the 
reality that God is active in the world around us. Through 
this lens, the celebration of Thanksgiving takes on a deeper 
dimension.  Thus, we are drawn into the mystery of God’s 
providence for our world, our nation, and ourselves.  

In those rare moments when we are able to be quiet and 
rest in the Lord, we are often brought to this realization of 
His guiding hand constantly at work.  We see how He has 
brought us from our youth into a greater maturity of mind 

and heart, and how so many gifts that we have received – 
family, friends, career, success, talent, etc., are a result of His 
intervention in our lives. When we are truly honest with our-
selves we find that so much of the good in our lives is the 
result of the gratuity of God’s grace. These many gifts are not 
earned through our striving, but are given freely by our loving 
Father, who seeks to give us every good thing.  It is precisely 
through His creative action that we exist at all and are, there-
fore, able to enjoy life, love, and faith. That being said, God 
continues to intervene in our lives in many ways of which we 
are often unaware.  He frequently bestows His grace upon 
us to assist us in challenges, both great and small, in ways 
that are not always apparent. From this knowledge of God’s 
providence we should seek, each and every day, to manifest a 
deeper disposition of gratitude for all that we have received.

As we celebrate Thanksgiving and enter into the preparato-
ry season of Advent, let us not forget the source from Whom 
all blessings flow.  Let us seek to live lives of gratitude and 
thank our heavenly Father each day for His enduring presence 
and grace. ,

NEW MEDICAL MISSION PARTNERSHIPS

To better respond to the demand for medical mission trip 
opportunities, CMA has recently partnered with two large Cath-
olic medical mission organizations – the Catholic Medical Mis-
sions Board (CMMB) and Mission Doctors Association. Both 
groups are well established, reputable and authentically Catholic.

CMMB was founded in 1928, 
and initiates and operates health-
care programs that help build the 
capacity of local communities to 
provide long-term sustainable healthcare. CMMB’s Medical Vol-
unteer Program -- MVPs for Change -- places licensed healthcare 
professionals at faith-based healthcare facilities in resource-poor 
countries, helping doctors, nurses and other healthcare profes-
sionals to serve those in need for periods ranging from a few 
weeks to a few years.

Founded in1959, Mission 
Doctors Association provides 
opportunities for short-term 
(one to three months) and 
long-term (three years) mission trips for physicians and health 
care professionals.

CMA’s partnership will supplement, rather than replace, its 
support for the Honduran Medical Missions program, which has 
been led by CMA members for over ten years.

For more information on medical mission trip opportunities, 
go to Programs tab at CMA’s homepage. ,

Mission Doctors
Association
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The Linacre Quarterly REPORT
William V. Williams, M.D., Editor in Chief

It has been an eventful year for The Linacre Quarterly.  
Our first issue this year opened with the sad news of the 
passing on of John Mullooly, M.D., Editor in Chief of the 
Linacre for many years.  His contributions will be long re-
membered. The February 2009 issue closed with a stirring 
exhortation from Gene Diamond in his piece, “Ave Atque 
Vale.” I am grateful to Gene for his many contributions as 
Editor of the Linacre, and hope I have upheld the standard 
of excellence in my first full year as Editor in Chief.

This past year has been quite eventful. The Linacre re-
ceived more contributions than ever, and we have taken 
steps to improve our processes for reviewing and utiliz-
ing these contributions. In 2009, a new editorial board 
began service which includes CMA members John Trava-
line, M.D., Greg Burke, M.D., Marie-Alberte Boursiquot, 
M.D., and Thomas Bender, M.D., as well as Richard Feh-
ring, Ph.D. and Fr. Thomas Berg, of the Westchester Insti-
tute. Dr. Diamond continues to serve as Editor Emeritus. 
The editorial board developed instructions for authors in 
accord with Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts sub-
mitted to Biomedical Journals and revamped the review 
process. Each article now receives blinded peer review by 
two reviewers before it is approved for publication, which 
has greatly enhanced the quality of the articles published. 
Of 65 articles submitted to the Linacre, 42 were published, 
with 54 reviewers contributing to the process. 

We have introduced several new features to better serve 
our members, starting with a Current Medical Research 
summary by Richard Fehring, Ph.D. Fehring’s summary 
focuses on medical and ethical issues around the begin-
ning of life, especially natural family planning. This com-
plements a similar feature in the National Catholic Bio-
ethics Quarterly, which focuses on areas of general medi-
cal interest, including end-of-life issues. In addition, we 
added a regular space for Letters to the Editor. I encour-
age all of you to consider writing in to comment on what 
we have published or on current events of note. We began 
to solicit case presentations, and already have printed sev-
eral this year. If you have a case you would like to submit, 
I strongly encourage you to do so. In addition to medical 

ethics cases, we are soliciting case reports of miraculous 
cures used in the canonization of saints, and any cases de-
scribing the medical, psychiatric and/or psychological ef-
fects of exorcism. If you have firsthand knowledge of such 
cases, please contact us at LQ@cathmed.org. 

With this increased number of features and submis-
sions, we were able to increase the size of the Linacre 
by 30 percent and have committed to stay at this level. 
However, all these improvements have increased the de-
mand for contributors and reviewers. If you are interested 
in being a reviewer for the Linacre, please let me know. 
We need expertise in all branches of medicine, theology, 
philosophy, and general medical ethics. Please volunteer 
your time if you think you can contribute.

We also recently applied to have the The Linacre 
Quarterly listed in Medline. A Medline listing would 
make our articles available through PubMed and other 
literature searches commonly employed by physicians 
and those in the medical sciences. This would facilitate 
access to our articles by the larger medical community 
and increase the impact of our journal. Please pray for 
the success of this initiative.

Looking ahead, one of our goals is to aid in the proper 
formation of the conscience of physicians, because phy-
sicians who follow their well-formed consciences always 
act in accord with the best interests of their patients. If 
you feel called to aid in our mission in any way, please 
contact us at LQ@cathmed.org.

Finally, I ask again that you please pray for the Linacre.  
Add it to your rosary or just lift us up in prayer as we 
strive to better serve the members of the CMA, and to help 
foster a Culture of Life. ,

God Bless!
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CHARTERED GUILD REPORTS
A Summary of Reports from Around the Country

REGION I
Catholic Medical Society of Rhode Island. Bishop Thomas 

J. Tobin and 7 priests celebrated the guild’s White Mass on Oct. 
19, which received very favorable coverage in the Providence 
Journal. Over 30 physicians and 120 nurses were in attendance.  
The Rev. Bernard A. Healey, the Diocese of Providence’s chief 
legislative lobbyist, was the keynote speaker at dinner.  In ad-
dition, the guild held several meetings and a social event for 
medical students.

Worcester Guild. The guild held its annual White Mass on 
Oct. 15.  Bishop Robert McManus, prior to celebrating the 
White Mass, gave a presentation on the ERDs. In addition, the 
guild held more than 7 meetings and a social event for medical 
students, and maintained a fine website (www.worcestercma.
org). The guild recruited 4 new local members and one new 
national member.

REGION III
Allentown Guild. The guild was chartered on March 23 and 

has had a busy year. The guild sponsored several educational 
events, held a White Mass on Oct. 18, and met with their bish-
op, John O. Barres, D.D. In addition, the guild developed bul-
letin inserts to advertize the CMA and had an article published 
in the diocesan newspaper, the AD Times. The guild president, 
Bruno Schettini, M.D. supported guild members with multiple 
email blasts and by providing information and encouragement 
to obtain a volunteer medical license

Harrisburg Guild. The guild was chartered on Aug. 24. 
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades celebrated the guild’s first White 
Mass on Sept. 20. In addition, the guild held several meetings 
and a social event for medical students.

Philadelphia Guild. The Philadelphia guild held monthly 
leadership meetings, which include Mass, lunch and a speaker. 
Major annual events included an annual spring CME sympo-
sium, a Lenten Day of Reflection, and the White Mass (cel-
ebrated Oct. 18).  The guild also sponsored a Creighton Model 
FCS training course on July 27 and maintains a website with 
substantial resources (www.cathmedphila.org).

Pittsburgh Guild.  The Pittsburgh guild met monthly, on 
Sunday mornings, during the months of September through 
May.  Each meeting, held at Mercy Hospital in downtown Pitts-
burgh, included Mass, breakfast, and a speaker.  Topics included: 
preparing those with autism for full membership in the Church, 
Catholic hospice, and reflections on Dignitas Personae.  

Baltimore Guild. The guild held six education meetings dur-
ing the year and a retreat. The guild sponsored its first annual 
symposium for Catholic health professionals, “Conscience and 
Ethical Dilemmas in Catholic Healthcare,” in conjunction with 
the Archdiocese of Baltimore, on May 9. In addition, the guild 
sponsored a service project and an educational event for medi-
cal students.  Archbishop Edwin O’Brien celebrated the White 
Mass for the guild on Oct. 18.

Northern Virginia. The guild conducted a couple of educa-
tional events, and retreat, and educational and social outreach 
to medical students. Bishop Paul Loverde celebrated the guild’s 
White Mass on Oct. 18 with 63 people in attendance.

Richmond Guild. The guild celebrated its White Mass on 
Feb. 11, 2009 in conjunction with the international observance 
of World Day of the Sick.

REGION IV
John Paul II Guild, Columbus, Ohio. The guild continued 

to make progress in its first full year of existence, holding several 
meetings, a White Mass and a meeting with their bishop, Fred-
erick F. Campbell, D.D. In addition, the guild was featured in a 
front-page article in their diocesan paper, the Catholic Times, on 
April 26, and guild president Michael Parker, M.D. was inter-
viewed on the St. Gabriel Catholic Radio Network on June 15.

The Detroit and Lansing (unchartered) guilds held a Hippo-
cratic Oath banquet and ethics symposium in conjunction with 
the CMA mid-year meeting on June 5-6.

Northwest Ohio Guild.  The guild sponsored several medi-
cal students to attend the Foundation of Life annual reception 
and CMA’s 78th Annual Educational Conference. In addition, 
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the guild participated in “Operation White Coat” – a series of 
pro-life vigils held for 9 consecutive First Fridays outside a local 
abortion clinic.

Southwest Ohio Guild. The guild was chartered on April 
27, 2009. In its first year, the guild held several meetings, a 
White Mass, and a meeting with Archbishop Daniel Edward 
Pilarczyk. In addition, the guild held an education and social 
event for local medical students.

REGION V
Atlanta Guild. The guild held its annual White Mass and 

banquet on Feb. 7. Archbishop-Emeritus John Donoghue 
celebrated Mass and led attendees in the Consecration to the 
Two Hearts prayer. The guild awarded its Christus Medicus 
award to Franklin Diaz, M.D. for his work as volunteer med-
ical director for Helping Hands Ministry during which he 
took mission groups to South America, Africa and the Philip-
pines. The guild recruited 5 new local members and one new 
national member.

Nashville Guild. The guild, chartered in November 2008, 
had an active first year. The guild held several meetings and 
encouraged its members to participate in two service projects, 
including a downtown clinic for the poor. The guild held a 
Hippocratic Oath banquet on Sept. 19, and a White Mass 
and reception on Oct. 19. The guild held a meeting with 
their local bishop, David Choby, D.D., and recruited 2 new 
national members.

Diocese of St. Petersburg Guild. The guild celebrated its 
second annual White Mass on Oct. 4.  A total of 32 new local 
members joined the guild this year.

Venice, Florida Guild. The guild sponsored its second annu-
al bioethics conference, entitled “Christ in the Storm: Catholic 
Tradition in Health Care Ethics,” on March 21.  The attendees 
heard excellent presentations from keynote speaker Cardinal 
Barragan, former President of the Pontifical Council for Pas-
toral Assistance to Health Care Workers, and from John Haas 
and Marie Hilliard of the NCBC.  Bishop Frank Dewane cel-
ebrated the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass to start the conference. 

St. Gianna Beretta Guild, Raleigh. The guild sponsored a 
one-day ethics symposium on Sept. 19 in Mount Airy, NC. 
Speakers covered topics including the relationship between 
abortion and depression, stem cell research and politics, and 
the nature of Catholic medicine.

REGION VI
Sts. Gianna and Luke Guild, Diocese of Lexington, Ken-

tucky. Members held organizing meetings during the summer 
which enabled the guild to be chartered on Sept. 28.

Catholic Physicians Guild of Central Texas. The guild was 
approved on Oct. 21 and held its first White Mass on Oct. 24. 
Cardiologist Paul Wright, M.D., former personal physician to 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, was the keynote speaker. 

Catholic Physicians Guild of San Antonio. Members held 
organizing meetings during the summer and were approved 
on Oct. 21. While organizing, members began supporting an 
excellent program in bioethics education called “Converging 
Roads.” The guild held its first White Mass on Nov. 7.

REGION VII
Chicago Catholic Physicians Guild. The guild continued its 

outreach to medical students by supporting the Catholic Medi-
cal Students Association and the UIC Newman Center’s Integ-
ritas Institute. The guild co-sponsored the 5th Annual Midwest 
Bioethics Conference on “Social Justice and Bioethics” May 2, 
2009 in South Bend. The guild held a winter quarterly ethics 
symposium on Jan 31, an evening of recollection on March 28, 
and celebrated its annual White Mass on Oct.18, with Bishop 
Paprocki presiding.

Peoria Guild. The guild supported the highly successful 78th 
Annual Educational Conference Oct. 22-24.

Springfield, Illinois Guild. The guild dedicated its efforts in 
2009 to hosting the highly successful 78th Annual Educational 
Conference Oct. 22-24.

Rockford Guild. In its first year of existence, the guild spon-
sored two events (one of which was a retreat), met with Bishop 
Thomas Doran, D.D., and reached out to medical students 
with an educational and social event.

La Crosse Guild. The guild sponsored a lecture by Thomas 
More Society attorney Thomas Brejcha entitled “Conscience 
Protection for Healthcare Workers: Is There Any?  Should There 
Be?”  Brejcha spoke at Viterbo University on April 23 and at 
Franciscan Skemp Medical Center on April 24.

Milwaukee Guild. The guild co-sponsored the 5th Annual 
Midwest Bioethics Conference on “Social Justice and Bioethics” 
May 2, 2009 in South Bend; held its annual spring Hippocratic 

9



Oath Banquet for medical students; hosted a seminar on mar-
riage and NFP on Aug. 29; and celebrated its White Mass on 
Oct 18, with a presentation by University of St. Thomas School 
of Law Professor Teresa Collett. Members of the guild serve on 
an archdiocesan bioethics committee.  

St. Paul- Minneapolis Catholic Physicians Guild. The guild 
was chartered on Feb. 23. Since then, the guild has held meet-
ings, a White Mass, and met with Archbishop John Nienstedt. 
The guild held a wonderful morning retreat and reflection with 
guild chaplain Fr. Peter Laird which included Mass, confession, 
and two homilies followed by reflection. The guild also pro-
vided educational outreach to medical students.

St. Raphael’s Guild of Duluth.  The guild held several meet-
ings during the year. Due to the departure of the bishop, the 
guild has not yet been able to hold a White Mass. The guild 
sponsored outreach to medical students that included educa-
tional, social and spiritual elements.

Winona Diocese Guild. The guild held two educational 
events (dinner and speaker). In the spring, Nik Nikas of the 
Bioethics Defense Fund spoke on rights of conscience. In the 
fall, the guild hosted Professor Paul Wojda, Ph.D., of the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas, who spoke about human dignity. The 
guild’s annual White Mass was celebrated on Sept. 9, with Bish-
op Quinn presiding.

Omaha Guild.  The Omaha Guild held a couple of meetings, 
a Lenten Day of Reflection in the spring, and celebrated its 
White Mass on Oct. 11.

St. Louis Guild. The guild held a couple of meetings and 
sponsored a five-part, mini-ethics course taught by Msgr. Kevin 
McMahon. Archbishop Robert Carlson celebrated the annual 
White Mass for the guild on Oct. 11. 

Sioux Falls Guild. The guild continues to organize. It re-
cruited a couple of new members and plans to meet with the 
bishop of Sioux Falls, Paul J. Swaim, D.D., in 2010.

REGION VIII
Montana Guild. The guild was chartered on Aug. 24 un-

der the leadership of guild president Craig Treptow, M.D. 
The guild has already become active in fighting assisted sui-
cide in Montana. 

Portland Guild. The guild met for Mass on the First Saturday 
of each month with speakers on topics including: the coming 
demographic winter, Darwinian theory’s impact on science; the 
movie “Expelled” and academic freedom; medical practice in 
Cuba, conscience rights, and Caritas in Veritate. The guild cel-
ebrated a White Mass and sponsored educational outreach to 
medical students.

Washington State Guild. The guild held two major events 
during the year: a Lenten Spiritual Retreat entitled “Jesus, The 
Divine Physician: Transforming Our Heart, Mind & Soul,” 
Mar. 27-29, with Fr. James Kelleher; and “Light in the Dark-
ness Healthcare Conference and Dinner,” featuring Dr Walt 
Larimore, on Oct. 15.

REGION IX
Catholic Physicians Guild of Phoenix.  The Phoenix guild 

met monthly on the first Tuesday of each month.  Meetings 
included Mass, a light dinner, and guest speakers on a variety of 
ethical topics.  Podcasts of many talks can be downloaded from 
the guild’s website.  The guild celebrated its White Mass on Oct. 
16, with Archbishop Chaput as the keynote speaker. In addition 
to these educational and social events, the guild provided public 
witness at the Arizona March for Life and Rosary Sunday, and 
maintained an active website.

Denver Guild. The guild held a number of monthly education-
al meetings on a variety of topics involving Catholic ethics and 
morality.  The guild held a two-day seminar on Catholic bioethics 
in cooperation with the NCBC, which was very well attended. 
The guild celebrated its White Mass on Oct. 17 with Auxiliary 
Bishop James Conley, S.T.L. presiding. A new guild president, Ar-
thur Burroughs, M.D., took office at that time.

 
Northern Nevada Guild. The guild was chartered on Aug. 24. 

The guild celebrated its first White Mass on Oct. 3 at the new-
ly renovated St. Thomas Aquinas Cathedral, with Bishop Ran-
dolph Calvo and guild chaplain Fr. Mark Hanifan presiding. At 
that time, the guild discussed projects for 2010 with the Catholic 
Medical Student Association, including: a bioethics seminar and 
an annual Hippocratic Oath dinner.

REGION X
Central California Guild. The guild held monthly meetings 

throughout 2009 and, on Oct. 19, celebrated its annual White 
Mass, with Fr. Ramon Bejarano presiding. A banquet and keynote 
speaker, William J. Cox, President/CEO of Alliance of Catholic 
Health Care, followed the Mass. ,
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CMA 2009 YEAR IN REVIEW

CMA in the Media

CMA engagement on conscience rights and health-care reform 
in 2009 significantly increased media appearances by CMA 
representatives:

Radio: Nationally syndicated Catholic radio networks EWTN 
Radio, Ave Maria Radio, Relevant Radio, Catholic Answers, 
Catholic Channel on Sirius XM Radio; local Catholic radio 
stations in Kentucky, Florida, Ohio, Maryland; Secular: Swedish 
National Public Radio
Television: EWTN’s “World Over Live” in March and October
Print: Catholic: National Catholic Register (12 of 22 issues 
YTD), Our Sunday Visitor, Catholic News Service, Catholic 
News Agency, Columbia Magazine, America, Legatus Magazine; 
Secular/other: Wall Street Journal, Medical News Today, BNA 
Health Care Daily Report, World Magazine

Position Papers and Press Releases

Press Release on Dignitas Personae, Dec. 12, 2008
Statement on SCHIP Reauthorization, Jan. 15, 2009
Press Release on Overturning HHS Conscience Rule,
Mar. 3, 2009
Press Release on Obama Executive Order re Human ESC 
Research, Mar. 10, 2009
Statement on Health-Care Reform, July 23, 2009
Formal Letter to Members of House and Senate 
Congressional Committees, Sept. 4, 2009
Open Letter to Catholics and Catholic Organizations,
Sept. 21, 2009
Press Release on Health-Care Reform Resolution,
Oct. 26, 2009

Collaborative Efforts

Freedom2Care.org Coalition on Respect for Conscience Rights
USCCB: Health Care Task Force; Pro-Life Activities Committee
StoptheArbortionMandate.org
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